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953 July 2.1909 

No quarantinable disease originating in Cuba has been reported 
during the week. 

Reports of mosquito destruction are not furnished this office. 

History of steamship Furst Bismarck at Veracruz and other ports in 

Mexico. 

June 21, Acting Assistant Surgeon Carter, at Veracruz, was directed 
by the Bureau to report on conditions attending the stay of steam- 
ship Furst Bismarck at Veracruz and ports of call. He reports, June 
22: 

The Furst Bismarck sailed from Habana for Veracruz June 2, 
arriving at Veracruz June 5, and after discharging passengers and 
freight proceeded June 7 to Tampico and June 11 to Coatzacoalcos, 
taking on passengers at both places and arriving again at Veracruz 
June 15. She sailed June 16 direct to Europe via Habana after tak- 
ing on at Veracruz 229 passengers, nearly all of whom were from 
coast towns and points in the interior. The vessel carries 2 medical 
officers. The certificate issued by the medical officers to the Cuban 
consul at this port states that there was no sickness on board during 
the voyage from Habana to Veracruz, Coatzacoalcos, and Tampico 
and back to Veracruz, during the stay at Veracruz, or at time of sail- 
ing. On her arrival from Habana the vessel was in port at Veracruz 
about forty-eight hours ; on the outward bound voyage about eighteen 
hours. The Cuban medical officer at Veracruz stated that all on 
board were well at time of sailing. 

Yellow fever has not been reported in Veracruz since February 13. 
At Merida 2 cases were recorded during the week ended June 11. 
(See page 960.) 

Report from Matanzas — Inspection of vessels — Mosquitoes. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, June 2 : 

Week ended June 19. Six vessels bound for United States ports, 
carrying 193 members of crews, were inspected and passed and 
granted bills of health. 

Rainy weather, accompanied by high temperature, continues, and 
mosquitoes are becoming numerous, particularly in that section of 
town known as Bellamar, which is surrounded by low and marshy 
land. 

No quarantinable disease was reported. 

Report from. Santiago — Inspection of vessels — Leprosy. 

Week ended June 12. Bills of health issued to 6 vessels bound for 
the United States and its dependencies. No vessel was fumigated. 
No new quarantinable disease was reported. Three cases of leprosy 
previously reported remain under treatment. 

Report of inspection of sanitary work in Santiago and vicinity. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Noiret reports, June 19, through Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Amesse : 

I arrived at Santiago June 17 and, accompanied by the director of 
sanitation, examined the method of work applied in his department. 
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The work consists of daily inspection of houses and deposits of stag- 
nant water. Sixteen inspectors are employed. Their duty is to 
examine daily for larva 1 , and to learn of any cases of sickness. Each 
inspector has 50 houses to inspect daily, reporting to the director on 
the conditions he finds present. If he finds a case of sickness he at 
once notifies the director, who sends a medical inspector to learn the 
cause. Should the case prove in any way suspicious the patient 
is taken to the hospital for observation and the house is fumigated. 
The method of fighting mosquitoes is very good. The town is clean 
and oil is used freely on the streets. I visited several places looking 
for larva 1 , but found none. There are some mosquitoes, but it is 
possible to sleep without a mosquito bar. I visited the hospital and 
inspected the fever wards, finding only 9 cases of malarial fever, all 
convalescing. The hospital is kept in good sanitary condition. 

I then inspected the water supply of Santiago, which I found to be 
in very bad condition. The water has been taken from the new 
aqueduct at Cuabitas, but the water was foul and had such a bad 
odor that the department of sanitation ordered the aqueduct to be 
closed. Enteric fever was increasing. Water from Pasa de la Virgen 
was then tried, but the tanks were filled with grass and the water 
drawn from them was dark in color and had a bad odor. Sulphate 
of copper was used as a purifier, but without success. This is the 
present status of the water supply at Santiago. 

June 18 I visited Jurugua Iron Company's mines at Firmeza, 
obtaining the following data: Firmeza has a population of 1,700, 
principally Spaniards. There are very few immunes among them. 
The town is in a good sanitary condition. Two inspectors examine 
stagnant water and perform daily house-to-house inspection. The 
water supply is very good. It is taken from the Chicharron springs 
and Delirio River. Enteric fever is not present. Malarial fever is 
the only form of fever known in the locality. I visited the hospital 
and found only 7 cases of malarial fever under treatment. I made 
house-to-house inspection for larvae, but found none. The superin- 
tendent of the mines stated to me that there have been no mosquitoes 
of any kind since 1907. 

June 19 I visited the Daiquiri mines, belonging to the Spanish- 
American Iron Company. The first town I visited was Vinent. I 
made a house-to-house inspection and found things in good sanitary 
condition. The Cuban Government has a port physician at La 
Playa, which adjoins Vinent. The physician has charge of the 
sanitary department of Daiquiri. Daiquiri has two American 
inspectors, whose duty it is to look for larvae and patients in the 
laborers' quarters and to oil the two towns aft?r rains. The water 
supply is very good. Enteric fever is not known there. The popu- 
lation is 2,000, the majority being Spaniards, with a few American 
nonimmunes. Last year there were 20 cases of yellow fever with 
4 deaths at Daiquiri. 

I also visited Concordia mines and found same in good sanitary 
condition. 

The Cuban Government has a special medical inspector for Oriente 
Province (formerly Santiago Province), whose duty it is to inspect 
these mines weekly. I have not seen a Stegomyia mosquito since I 
arrived in Oriente Province, nor have I found any larva;. 



